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I am extremely proud of the team of people that I work 
with. Their knowledge, expertise and desire to help 
clients succeed means you will get the support that you 
need.  David Allen remains committed to putting our 
clients at the forefront of everything we do – offering 
flexible, pro-active advice and meeting times to suit 
your needs.

Team

Our team continues to grow with several new professionals 
joining, the senior team has been further strengthened with 
the promotion of Julie Osborn, Lucy Metcalf and Sue Jeffrey to 
Partners.

Amy Muirhead is leading our Dumfries office and Michael Fearon 
has joined our Workington team.  You can find out more about 
Michael on page 32, where we shine a spotlight on some of 
our more adventurous employees and what they get up to in 
their spare time...read about around the world cycling and open 
water swimming in the lakes. 

Our people are what enable us to provide a high level of 
customer experience and looking for the ‘next star’ is very 
important to us.  We were proud to hold our first career open 
day at our head office in Dalston.  The day was designed for 

Alison Welton
Managing Partner

candidates to learn more about the David Allen team and to 
gain an insight into the different careers we offer.  The event 
was a fantastic success, attracting a great response and a high 
calibre of candidates.  If you are looking at opportunities to join 
our team check out our vacancies at www.david-allen.co.uk/
careers.

New Website

Have you seen our new website? We have listened to our client 
feedback and designed a modern, user friendly site.  We have 
also included some great testimonials because we recognise 
that there is no-one better to talk about our services than our 
clients.  A big ‘thank you’ to Explosive Productions, Kendal 
Nutricare and Tyson H Burridge for being part of our video 
testimonials.  We will be looking for more of our clients to 
feature on our website in the future and would welcome any 
volunteers who wish to showcase their business and the work 
we do together. 

We are always looking at new developments in technology that 
enhance the service we offer our clients and we have launched 
our new David Allen app.  This will provide us with a new way 
of communicating with you along with free tools to help with 
the day to day running of your business.  Find out more about 
our exciting David Allen app on page 25. 

Award Success

David Allen IT Solutions continue to ‘wow’ their clients and this 
was recognised when they won Best Professional Services Team 
at the Carlisle Living Awards. The team’s aim is to become their 
clients ‘IT department’ and it is great to see our passion and 
knowledge separating us from our competitors. You can find 
more information about IT Solutions on page 22. 

Leading an organisation 
brings with it great 
achievements and many 
challenges.  We are here to 
work alongside you. 
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Ant Middleton

Ant Middleton is best known as the Chief Instructor for 
Channel 4’s hit show ‘SAS: Who Dares Wins’ and we were 
delighted to have him as a guest speaker at our David Allen 
Financial Services event at The Halston, Carlisle. Ant delivered 
a motivating talk about leadership, the importance of great 
communication and mental toughness, something which 
we can all relate to in our day to day organisations. Our 
Financial Services team, led by Steve Balmer, discussed the 
range of services we offer including pensions, investments 
and protection, which are invaluable to both individuals and 
businesses. You can read more about this on page 12. 

Client Focus

We are also delighted to be showcasing The Lake District 
Calvert Trust. We have been appointed as their external auditor 
and we are sure you will be impressed with the fantastic 
services they provide from their centre near Keswick. We have 
a great insight into their operations and how you could support 
this great charity on page 24. 

Community

We have some great people in our business who give up 
their time to support our local community and organise some 
amazing events and activities. We encourage our teams to get 
involved with social events as well as local networking events. 
You can see more of ‘what we have been up to’ from page 26 in 
the ‘Out and about’ sections.

As always, we are only ever a phone call away, so give 
us a call on 01228 711888 with any questions you may 
have.  If you’re ever passing any of our offices, pop in 
for a cuppa!
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Our Services

David Brookes
Audit Manager

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
david.brookes@david-allen.co.uk

We have a passion for helping businesses of all sizes 
with their accounting requirements and you can be 
assured our committed team will work to exceed your 
client expectations. 

We pride ourselves on going that extra mile and through 
building our relationships with you we will:

• Understand your objectives, dreams and aspirations
• Establish long term relationships based on trust
• Add value to your business through our forward-thinking 

approach
• Support you in developing a successful business

Accountancy services

Our client relationships matter to us and for many we have 
become an extension of their business.  We can deliver a 
range of accountancy services to our clients from sole traders, 
partnerships, limited liability partnerships and limited companies 
through to unlimited companies and charities.  We provide 
advice on all aspects of running your own business, including:

• Use of accounting software and training on software  
including Xero, Quickbooks and Sage

• Financial forecasts to support bank borrowing
• Production of accurate management information on a 

regular basis
• Budgeting for future VAT and tax payments 
• VAT, payroll and tax requirements

We are not like other accountancy firms, we recognise that not 
all businesses are the same and our team have the expertise of 
working with specific sectors including professional practices, 
medical and dental practices, academies, construction, 

agriculture, veterinary practices and care homes.  You can be 
assured that whatever your business sector, we can provide 
tailored advice relevant to you. 

Business start ups

Starting a new business is exciting!  Getting the right advice 
and guidance is important and knowing where to start can 
be hard.  We are passionate about business start-ups and we 
have, for many years, helped entrepreneurs build successful 
businesses.  Our team will provide tailored advice specific to 
your needs.  We will also work with you to establish which 
accounting systems suit you and your business, always ensuring 
you understand your tax position and that you comply with all 
relevant legislation, including VAT and payroll requirements.

Audit

Our experienced auditing team are here to support all types 
of businesses to meet your statutory reporting obligations 
and put forward recommendations to improve your business 
performance.  Whatever your sector, we understand that 
businesses need a high-quality robust approach to audit 
services.  We work with a full range of entities across the 
UK carrying out audit work and have the expertise to carry 
out audits of companies along with specialist areas including 
charities, academies and solicitors’ client accounts.

Whatever your accounting or audit requirements, you can be 
confident that our team will have the expertise to provide a 
service that meets all your requirements and goes beyond your 
expectations.  

Practical advice to help 
your business succeed

Accountancy
and Audit
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Accountancy
Client Focus

Based at Kingmoor Industrial Estate, Carlisle, Explosive 
Productions produce bespoke, high quality, unique 
entertainment and event management for clients across 
the world.  Director, Sid Sims, tells us how their 
business developed. 

Our story

As Directors of the company, myself and Andy had always 
worked in the entertainment industry and in 2004 decided to 
start our own business producing shows for entertainment 
venues in the UK.  We recognised that there was an opportunity 
to provide unique, high quality entertainment shows that could 
capture an audience and leave them wanting more and so our 
journey began.  

As we established, we moved to Kingmoor Industrial Estate 
and developed a fully functional dance studio and vocal 
recording studio.  We have got the best facilities available 
for our performers.  All show teams travel to Kingmoor for 
the rehearsals, so if you pass by you can usually hear the 
music blasting out.  We also have our wardrobe assistants 

developing the costumes and our technical team using the 
latest technology to create maximum impact, so once those 
performers are on that stage they will create the WOW factor. 

We provide entertainment in hotels around the UK and in 
holiday resorts, including Blackpool and Scarborough, along 
with holiday parks.  We have also produced shows for cruise 
ships in the Caribbean and Mediterranean.  We can work with 
you to provide a full entertainment package for your event, 
whether this is Christmas party nights, a birthday party, ball or 
corporate event. 

Working with David Allen 

Our business has grown and developed since we started 
in 2004 and this would not have been possible without the 
support from Alison Welton at David Allen.  Alison and her 
team have always been on hand and helped us with budgeting 
and forecasting, maintaining our accounting records on Sage, 
understanding our accounts, VAT matters, especially when 
working overseas, and, most importantly, tax planning.  The 
practical advice we receive has contributed to our success.  At 
David Allen, they provide the full package.  We also use David 
Allen IT Solutions to ensure that our IT systems work effectively 
and David Allen Financial Services for guidance on pensions 
and investments.  The support from the whole team has been 
invaluable and we cannot thank them enough.  

Sid Sims, Explosive Productions Limited

If you are looking for entertainment for your event then 
contact Sid on 01228 817740

Accountancy
and Audit
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timely and cost-effective solutions to suit your business needs.
We can assist you in all areas of VAT, ranging from:

• Construction projects
• DIY claims
• EU transactions
• Capital expenditure
• VAT registration and deregistration
• Use of the most appropriate special scheme
• VAT audit and health checks
• Disputes with HM Revenue & Customs (HMRC)
• VAT compliance

Your business sector and the goods and services that your 
business provides will impact not only on the VAT rate that is 
charged, but also how the VAT is calculated and subsequently 
reported to HMRC.

We also provide specific agricultural VAT advice for farmers and 
land owners, as discussed on page 16.

Value added tax (VAT) is one of the most complex 
and onerous tax regimes imposed on businesses and 
whether you’re a one-man band or a large corporate 
organisation, our team can help you make registering 
and submitting VAT returns simple.

Whether you are considering voluntary registration, are legally 
required to register for VAT, or just want to talk through your 
needs, we can discuss the best options for your business.  We 
can advise you on which VAT scheme to use and whether Flat 
Rate VAT would be advantageous to your business.  We will 
also ensure that your business is Making Tax Digital (MTD) 
compliant.

Our VAT experts have both technical knowledge and years of 
practical experience, which allows them to address all of the 
above VAT issues.  We will work closely with you to provide 

Our Services

Julie Osborn
Partner

VAT

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
julie.osborn@david-allen.co.uk

We help you operate 
your business in the 
most efficient manner

Keeping you up to date 

We are dedicated to keeping you informed of any 
Government legislation changes and updates which may 

affect your business.  We hold seminars and provide 
timely updates on relevant topics, such as our recent 

MTD roadshows, which allowed attendees to learn about 
Government requirements for submitting VAT digitally.  

Please speak to Software Specialist Amy Johnston on 01900 
878000 for further information about MTD



7david-allen.co.uk

VAT
Client Focus

Working with David Allen

We met with our adviser, Lucy Metcalf, and she advised us that 
we could recover a lot of the VAT incurred on the expenses 
by registering the business for VAT.  Lucy identified the best 
time to register for VAT to ensure we could maximise the VAT 
claimed.  Due to the advice from Lucy, and the timing of this, it 
resulted in a very significant VAT repayment. 

After the completion of our first VAT return, Lucy suggested 
that we moved the business onto the Flat Rate Scheme for VAT.  
Not only does the Flat Rate Scheme save us a lot of time when 
it comes to bookkeeping, but the fee charged by David Allen for 
the completion and submission of the VAT returns is lower too, 
therefore great advice all round! 

Sarah Barker, Longburgh Pool

If you are looking to hire a private swimming pool, call 
Sarah today on 01228 576435 or visit their online
booking system at www.longburghpool.co.uk

Overlooking the Solway Firth, and a stone’s throw 
from Carlisle, Longburgh Pool is a private hire secluded 
swimming pool, set in picturesque surroundings and 
catering for everybody with accessible changing rooms 
and baby changing facilities. The pool also features a 
hot tub spa for ultimate relaxation.

Our story

We had successfully run Longburgh Pool for over 10 years but 
it was starting to look tired and run down.  We decided to carry 
out an extension and full renovation in 2018.  As we are such 
a popular pool, we wanted to be able to offer our customers 
something special. 

The work carried out resulted in the following new features: 

• Accessible facilities 
• Larger changing rooms with wet room showers 
• Baby changing tables 
• Comfortable waiting area where you can take in some local 

history 
• New website and a move to an online booking system 

The renovations were very costly and, as a small business, the 
VAT that we were getting charged on the works carried out 
started to add up. 



8 david-allen.co.uk

Lucy Metcalf
Partner

Tax

Our Services

Whatever work we do, most things ultimately lead back 
to one question …

‘How much tax will I have to pay?’

Our aim at David Allen is to offer you complete peace of mind 
that, regardless of your circumstances, we will make sure that 
you comply with the mountain of UK tax laws that we are 
subject to.  We will also ensure that your affairs are structured 
in the most tax efficient way and that you pay the right amount 
of tax.

Take a look at the list below.  You might be surprised at the 
kind of things our tax team can help you with!

• Self Assessment tax returns 
• Tax repayment claims
• Corporation Tax returns
• Inheritance Tax
• Capital Gains Tax
• Trust Tax
• Capital Allowances claims
• Foreign tax matters
• Stamp Duty Land Tax
• HM Revenue & Customs investigations
• National Insurance
• Succession/retirement planning
• Research & Development claims
• Student grant applications
• Tax Credits
• Business restructuring

Each of these areas can be a minefield, and many are 
interlinked with each other, but our experienced Tax Specialists 
dedicate their lives to staying at the top of their game, leaving 
you to focus on what you do best.

We always think outside the box and make it our mission to put 
you in the best position possible, letting you keep more of your 
hard earned money!

David Allen

£
£

£

Minimising the amount of 
tax you pay while keeping 
you fully compliant

‘‘Lucy is always available to keep us on track.  She 
sorts out any queries we have quickly and efficiently 

and by changing our business structure has saved 
us a significant amount of money, which is fantastic!  
We would highly recommend Lucy and the team at 

David Allen”
Sue Hedley, Hedley’s Roofing Limited
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Capital Gains Tax (CGT)

CGT is a tax that may be due when you sell or give away an 
asset.  Tax savings can be achieved by bringing on board one of 
our Tax Specialists at the earliest opportunity.  They will ensure 
that the sale is structured in the most tax efficient manner and 
that you get to keep as much of the sales proceeds as possible.

For example, clients are often wanting to make gifts of property 
or land to the next generation.  If we are consulted early on, 
the CGT liability can often be eliminated by staggering the gift 
over a number of tax years, or routing the gift through a trust.  

If there is land to be sold, it may be possible to operate a 
business from the land in order to secure Entrepreneur’s Relief 
(ER) on a future sale, or to restructure the business in order for 
ER to apply.  The message is clear: if you consult one of our 
experts early on, there is often something that can be done to 
reduce the tax burden.

Inheritance Tax (IHT)

Talking about death is something which many people shy away 
from.  However, with IHT, planning is something that is better 
looked at sooner rather than later, as the last thing loved ones 
want to deal with after a death is unexpected tax bills.

We will work with you to establish your exposure to IHT and 
put in place a plan to ensure that the amount of tax due is as 
low as possible or even completely eliminated.

With the IHT rate being 40%, it makes sense to think about 
your affairs now, as an IHT review could result in significant tax 
savings for your family after your day.

We can provide a full review of your assets and potential 
IHT liability, advising on the availability of reliefs, the risks 
associated with such claims and how to minimise them.  We will 
provide a range of options available to reduce the IHT burden, 
whilst discussing with you the preferred route and producing an 
action plan to take forward.  We work closely with David Allen 
Financial Services and will always provide a joined up approach, 
ensuring we both work in your favour.  Often the best results 
will be a combination of investment solutions and conventional 
planning.  

“I approached Sue Jeffrey for advice in connection 
with my personal taxes with regard to the complex 

sale of a property.  Sue was swift, efficient and 
thorough.  She did considerable research and 

presented her findings clearly and concisely.  I am 
very pleased with the service provided, and would 
not hesitate to recommend her, and will definitely 

continue to use her professional services” 
Stephen Crowsley

Sue Jeffrey
Partner

£
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Personal Income Tax

Regardless of why you need to prepare and submit a Self 
Assessment tax return, our Tax Specialists always look at the 
bigger picture and don’t just focus on the job in hand. 

Examples of other things we would do whilst preparing your tax 
return are as follows:

• We will always bring to your attention and discuss with 
you any tax savings that could be achieved by transferring 
assets and utilising unused allowances and tax bands of 
family members, so that, as a family unit, your overall tax 
bill is reduced.

• We will always consider all tax reliefs available such as 
farmers averaging and loss relief claims.

• We will always look at the most tax efficient way that you 
can extract money from your business.

Business Tax

Whether you are a sole trader, are in business with others in 
a partnership or have a limited company, tax planning plays a 
vital part in making sure that you don’t pay a penny more in tax 
than you need to.

We will not only work with you to make sure that you are fully 
compliant with the law, but by considering what type of 
business structure would work best for you, we can make sure 
that tax liabilities are kept to a minimum.   We will also work 
closely with you to make sure that the timing of asset purchases 

Succession/retirement planning

Are you dreaming of the day when you can throw in the towel 
and put your feet up, or hand over the reins to the next 
generation?  If so, we can help make that transition as smooth 
as possible and help you plan for the golden years.

If you are coming up to retirement, we will obtain a forecast 
of your State Pension entitlement and assess whether it is 
beneficial for you to make good any gaps in your contribution 
record.  We will also discuss with you your future plans and 
suggest a pensions review so that you know how much you can 
expect to receive once you retire.

We also know how important having a succession plan in place 
is for owner managed businesses.  We can help formulate a 
plan which works for you and ensures that your assets are 
passed onto the next generation in the most tax efficient way.

For example, businesses that have been built up through years 
of hard work may have accumulated substantial value.  Bringing 
in new shareholders to continue the business can be daunting, 
but restructuring the shares can help ease the situation by 
protecting the accumulated wealth, whilst incentivising new 
shareholders.

Our Services

Victoria Lawson
Tax Consultant

‘‘Victoria Lawson has dealt with my affairs for some 
time now.  She is very efficient and lovely to work 

with. I have been so delighted with everything 
she has helped me with and would not hesitate to 

recommend her services”
Miranda Thompson-Schwab
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maximises your capital allowances claims, which in turn reduces 
your taxable business profits and, ultimately, your tax bill.

If you have bought new business premises, we will carry out a 
review of the building to ascertain where extra capital 
allowance claims can be made on the assets hidden within the 
building.  Also, for those of you who invest money in developing 
your own technology and processes, we will work with you to 
make sure that you are in a position to take advantage of the 
generous Research & Development tax relief that is on offer.

Trusts

Many people are happy to pass on assets to the next generation 
as part of a retirement or IHT planning exercise, but some 
people struggle with the idea of not being in control anymore.
Trusts can kill more than one bird with just one stone, in that 
they allow you to transfer an asset out of your estate for IHT 

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
lucy.metcalf@david-allen.co.uk
sue.jeffrey@david-allen.co.uk
victoria.lawson@david-allen.co.uk

purposes in a way which can mean no CGT is due, but, whilst 
you are alive, can let you still have control over the asset and 
any income that it produces.

You may already have family trusts in place and our trust 
experts will ensure that, what often seems like a complicated 
matter, is dealt with clearly and efficiently.  From the 
completion of the annual trust tax return, issuing forms R185 
to beneficiaries and advising on distribution levels, to the 
more complex IHT returns and calculations at the ten year 
anniversary or when assets are appointed out of the trust, 
we are here to help.  Sue Jeffrey, one of our Tax Partners is a 
qualified Trust and Estate Practitioner and along with Kathryn 
Florey, our Tax Manager, they have over 70 years’ experience 
between them in managing all aspects of Trust Taxation. 

So, as you can see, we don’t just prepare tax returns!
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Investments

We understand that each investor we work with is different 
and our approach to investment planning is tailored to ensure 
that your money works harder for you.  We advise on all types 
of savings and investment products for individuals, trusts and 
businesses.  There are important elements that you need to 
consider when looking to invest, such as:

• Generating real income growth
• Providing a regular income
• Strengthening your investment portfolio
• Managing your risk appetite
• Minimising your tax liability
• Reducing market volatility related stress

Our Independent Financial Advisers will help you determine the 
right type of investment, taking time to explore and understand 
your needs and requirements.*

Portfolio Management

We will work with you to construct an appropriate portfolio 
based on your preferences and personal circumstances.

Regular reviews make sure that this strategy is maintained 
and kept up-to-date, ensuring investments don’t become 
unbalanced and potentially leave you exposed to excessive risk.

We’ll build a long-lasting relationship with you, based on trust, 
to help you realise your financial goals.

Regular Savings

Saving on a regular basis is one of the best ways to build up 
capital and provide you and your family with a more secure 
financial future.

David Allen Financial Services will help you put a savings plan in 
place and invest your money in the right way, meaning you’ll be 
on your way to achieving your goals sooner than you think.

Retirement Planning

Whether you are at the beginning of your working life, or 
approaching the end of your career, we can help you plan for 
your retirement.  Without effective planning, retirement may 
not meet your expectations and, in turn, starts to become an 
unrealistic dream.  The earlier you start to plan, the better.

It is important to be aware of how much you need to save 
now, in order to live comfortably in retirement.  By speaking 
to one of our Independent Financial Advisers, we can help you 
calculate how much you need to save, when you can retire, 
when you can start to draw your pension and advise on the 
retirement options available to you.

Your situation may also require us to consider previous 
workplace pension arrangements, and ‘old style’ pension 
contracts which inevitably come with the standard industry 
jargon; do not let these contracts get the better of you.  By 

Financial 
Services

Steve Balmer
Managing Director and 
Independent Financial Adviser

Our Services

Our independent experts are 
always on hand to help

*The value of investments and the income from them can fall as well as rise.  Past 
performance is not a guide to future performance.
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Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711881 - www.david-allen.co.uk
steve.balmer@davidallen-ifa.co.uk

speaking to our Pension Transfer Specialists, you will be 
educated in simple understandable terms on what your existing 
benefits can do for you.

If you are nearing retirement, you may have accumulated 
workplace and private pensions over the years.  Accessing your 
pension benefits in the most appropriate manner to suit your 
goals can be intimidating, with legislation and taxation changing 
all the time.  There are many options available and it is vital 
that professional advice is sought to ensure you maximise your 
benefits in retirement.

Business Protection

Whilst businesses get insurance for what are seen as ‘essential’ 
things such as public liability, loss or damage to business 
premises or company vehicles, what often gets overlooked is 
the loss of arguably their most valuable asset – their people.

After all, it is your people who ensure your business runs 
smoothly and without them (or you) your business would 
inevitably suffer and would function less efficiently.

Ensuring a business is financially protected against such an 
eventuality can be complex, but this is something the team at 
David Allen Financial Services are well equipped to help with.

There are a number of policies available, including:

• Relevant life cover
• Key person
• Shareholder/Partner protection
• Corporate loan cover
• Death in service

Protecting you and your family

Family protection cover can protect anything from critical illness 
cover, to life insurance and income protection.  This protection 
means that when you suffer a loss of income, your finances 
remain under control and are the least of your worries.

By taking action now, you can help to remove or reduce the 
financial burden that can make a stressful time unbearable.

We will help you to prioritise and decide which levels of 
protection are most suitable for you and your family, by 
assessing your individual circumstances and guiding you 
through the solutions available to you, regardless of whether 
you are single, married, have dependent children or older 
children who have left home.
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Financial
Services
Client Focus

Innovia employs more than 600 people at Wigton, 
where it manufactures polypropylene film for use in 
labelling and packaging across a range of products 
from confectionery and cosmetics to car tyres and food 
packaging. 

It also produces the Guardian polymer bank note 
material adopted by the Bank of England for both 
the £5 and £10 notes in circulation.  These notes 
are manufactured using Innovia’s unique Clarity C 
film, which means that the banknotes are uniquely 
identifiable due to an in-built ‘fingerprint’ within the 
film.

Our story

Innovia employs more than 1,100 people worldwide and has 
state of the art production sites in Australia, Belgium, Mexico 
and the United Kingdom (headquartered in Wigton, Cumbria).  
Our company is focussed on high quality value added products, 
strong customer relationships, Research & Development and 
excellent customer service.

We were undertaking a review of our Defined Benefit pension 
scheme, a benefit which has been much valued by the 
members, and felt that to provide the additional support during 
the transitional period, we needed to bring in the services of a 
professional financial adviser firm.  It was important to us that 

the firm was local to Cumbria and able to create a trusted 
relationship with our colleagues who were trying to understand 
how the proposed changes would or could affect them.

Working with David Allen Financial Services 

We approached David Allen Finanical Services to ascertain 
whether this was something they could help us with.  After a 
productive meeting discussing the various issues and possible 
solutions, the team agreed to attend consultation seminars 
on site, provided those members interested with a link to 
understanding more about their Defined Benefit pension 
scheme and followed up with individual member meetings, as 
required. 

The feedback from our members has been extremely positive. 
They valued the independent, professional and practical advice 
and support the team were able to provide.  Steve and his 
team were able to accommodate meetings on site, at home or 
in one of their local offices.  Nothing seemed to be too much 
trouble and the advice given to the members has been critical 
in allowing informed decisions to be made.  

Working with David Allen Financial Services has been a positive 
experience and we hope to continue to build on this relationship 
for future initiatives. 

Wendy Norton-Round, Innovia



15david-allen.co.uk

You’ve done the
house hunting...
Leave the mortgage to us

01228 711881
www.david-allen.co.uk
info@davidallen-ifa.co.uk

Independent

Whole of Market

Impartial

Our Mortgage Adviser, Kelly Hillier, 
can assist you with all your mortgage
needs by providing expert, whole of
market advice.

80%

09:00 AM

Your home may be repossessed if you do not keep up repayments on your mortgage.
The Financial Conduct Authority does not regulate some products, such as Buy to Let mortgages.
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Michael Peile
Partner

Our clients love that we provide a full range of services 
and our specialist agricultural team at  David Allen are 
here to help you.  

Agriculture has many complex, sector specific rules requiring 
specialist knowledge.  Our team, the majority of whom have 
grown up on farms, have the knowledge and experience, which 
means they are aligned with your requirements.

As well as preparing your year-end accounts and dealing with 
your VAT returns, there are also a number of specialist services 
which our team can help you with, including:

• Preparation of financial projections to support finance 
applications 

• Finance restructuring
• Tools to manage your business performance
• Inheritance Tax and succession planning
• Farmers averaging and loss relief claims

Planning for the future

Planning for the future is important for any business, both in 
the short term, through preparation of budgets and cashflows, 
and the longer term, with succession and Inheritance Tax 
planning, both of which we can help you with. We understand 
that passing over a business to the next generation is not easy 
or straightforward but having a plan in place can make this 
transition smoother and our experienced team can deal with 
any potential tax or financial issues that may arise. 

Tender applications and forecasting

We can also assist in the preparation and submission of tender 
applications for Farm Business Tenancies, which may include 

Growing our rural 
economy together

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
michael.peile@david-allen.co.uk

Agriculture

Our Services

collating references and background information, and assist 
with the preparation of financial projections, which many 
applications require. 

Farm Secretarial Services

Our Farm Secretaries are able to produce, maintain and 
complete all financial records for your business, not only making 
life easier but also offering a stress-free year end. We will 
also help you with the physical and legislative record keeping 
requirements of a farm business by implementing effective 
systems and procedures.

Professional relationships

We work closely with Farm Consultants ensuring they 
understand your business and have all the information they 
need to help improve systems and efficiency through dairy 
performance management and feed and forage analysis.  We 
also have strong relationships with land agents and solicitors, 
providing them with all the information they require whether 
it’s to complete your Basic Payment Scheme application or a 
partnership agreement.

We understand how busy you are and that, more often than 
not, there aren’t enough hours in the day, which is why we are 
available at a time and place to suit you.
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Working with David Allen

Baltier Farming chose David Allen as we were impressed by 
the understanding of agricultural businesses shown by Michael 
Peile and the team.  Their backgrounds and the expert advice 
provided gave us the reassurance that David Allen knew what 
we wanted to achieve. 

Michael’s approachable and easy going attitude means that any 
business queries can be discussed and solved with ease.  To 
date, they have helped our business find a new bank, add to 
our dairy herd and put in place an infrastructure for renewables.  
The advice, support and knowledge of how to handle this gave 
us the confidence and security to know we are on the right 
track with our business.

In the short time we have been with Michael and the David 
Allen team, we are already reaping the benefits.  Their 
commitment and expertise are second to none, with the added 
bonus of Michael being actively involved in the dairy industry 
himself.  So far the changeover has been exceptional and we 
would recommend the David Allen team to any business.

Douglas Forsyth, Baltier Farming Limited

Agriculture
Client Focus

Baltier Farming Limited at Newton Stewart in South 
West Scotland is a diverse 600 acre farm at the 
forefront of agricultural technology, specifically 
renewable and dairy resources.  The Forsyth family have 
farmed at Newton Stewart since 1964 and over this 
time have significantly enhanced the business, growing 
the herd from 150 to over 600 dairy cows, along with 
investment into a bespoke rotary parlour.  The farm also 
rears cattle for sale and fattens around 700 store lambs 
every year.

Our story

Historically, the farm was mixed arable and stock, however, in 
later years we decided to focus on dairy.  Investing in a new 
state of the art dairy unit for 600 cows was a major advance 
for the business.  As the dairy market became more volatile, 
we decided to provide additional security to the business by 
investing in several renewable energy sources: an anaerobic 
digester, wind turbine, biomass boiler and a ground source 
heat pump.  Most recently, we invested in haulage, with three 
wagons hauling feed, straw and woodchip for our own purposes 
and third parties.

We run the farm as a family and, as we all have our specific 
interests, the set up works well for us.  Our daughter runs 
the dairy and is interested in cattle breeding.  Our son has an 
interest and passion for the machinery side of the business, so 
investing in all of our own machinery means we don’t require 
Contractors.
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Our Services

Suzanne Foster
Debt Recovery Specialist

Recovery
Solutions

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
suzanne.foster@davidallen-recoverysolutions.co.uk

Our simple and effective service takes the stress out of 
debt recovery and lets you focus on what you do best.

We understand that all businesses are different, so we work 
closely with our clients to ensure that our approach fits with 
your business.

Benefits of using David Allen Recovery Solutions

• It saves you time
• It saves you money
• It shows that you are serious.  Instructing us sends a clear 

message that you expect to be paid and will take further 
action if you are not

• It is quick.  We act fast!  Instruct us by 2.00 pm and we 
guarantee we will write to the debtor the same day

• It gets results.  Most of the debts we chase are paid after 
just one letter is sent

Chasing debtors can be stressful, particularly in a small 
business, where one bad debtor can affect cash flow.  From the 
day we are instructed, we take over all communications with 
the debtor, whether that be through sending a warning letter 
or picking up the phone and finding out the reason for non-
payment.  We will keep you updated every step of the way and 
advise you on the best options for your circumstances – this 
could be through agreeing to a payment plan or taking Court 
action.

We deal with debts of all sizes, one-off and frequent 
non-payers.  Whatever the circumstances, we are committed to 
providing swift and efficient services to all our clients.

Depending on your terms and conditions, instructing us could 
cost you nothing.  In many cases, we are able to recover all 
our costs from the debtor.  Not sure whether your terms and 
conditions allow for this?  Let us take a look over them for you.  
We would be happy to suggest any changes to give you more 
protection.

Simple and effective debt 
recovery
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01228 711881
www.david-allen.co.uk
info@davidallen-ifa.co.uk

It’s never too early, but 
o�en le� too late!

If you have no Will in place, ask yourself...

• Who will inherit my estate?
• Who will look after my children?
• What will happen to my business?
• If I had planned better, could I have
  reduced any Inheritance Tax liability?

www.david-allen.co
.uk

Will & Testament

Why not give our Wills and Estate Specialist,
Trudi Dickinson a call?  Trudi is able to meet
with you to write your new Will or review
and update your current Will.

This firm complies with the IPW Code of Practice

01228 711881
www.david-allen.co.uk
info@davidallen-ifa.co.uk
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Vicki Benson
Employer Services Supervisor

We all know the importance of paying staff on time 
and ensuring that holiday and pension contributions 
are correct.  At David Allen we create long standing 
business partnerships with all our clients, to ensure we 
meet their needs and requirements. 

Handling the entire payroll process; our payroll team provide a 
tailored service for you, taking away the burden and ensuring 
you remain compliant with current legislation.  Our trusted and 
experienced payroll team currently look after over 400 payrolls 
across a range of sectors and industries. 

Why outsource your payroll to David Allen?

Outsourcing your payroll, whatever your size or number of 
employees, has been proven to be the most cost effective and 
accurate way of managing your payroll requirements.  At David 
Allen we provide a tailored and personalised service to meet 
your business needs, including:

• Calculation of monthly pay, National Insurance (NI) and tax
• Pensions auto enrolment calculations and administration
• Submitting pay details to HM Revenue & Customs
• Preparing payslips and year end P60s
• As an approved BACS bureau, we can transfer employees’ 

net pay direct to their individual banks.  We will run your 
payroll to meet your requirements for pay dates.

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 711888 - www.david-allen.co.uk
vicki.benson@david-allen.co.uk

Employer
Services

Our Services

Benefits of outsourcing to David Allen

• It frees up time and resources, enabling you to concentrate 
on the running of your business

• You benefit from a dedicated team to manage your payroll
• Removes the pressures of having to keep up to date with 

changes in legislation
• Provides peace of mind that, regardless of holidays or 

sickness, your payroll will still run
• Removes the need for expensive software and processing 

costs

Effective and accurate 
payroll services

w
w

w
.david-allen.co.uk

PAYROLL

When it comes to outsourcing important services, I can 

honestly say that appointing David Allen Employer Services 

to process our monthly payroll is one of the best decisions 

we have ever made! 

Since we switched from in-house payroll processing in 

2015, Vicki Benson and the rest of the team have delivered 

a first class professional service, providing peace of mind 

that all the complexities of statutory PAYE calculations and 

regulation are always dealt with correctly.

I would recommend them to anyone.  All that we are 

required to do each month is submit the relevant employee 

data and they take care of the rest!

Lorna Johnston

Johnston Tractors Limited
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Employer 
Services
Client Focus

Caldew School is a successful secondary academy for 
students aged 11-18, located in Dalston.  

Our story

Our semi-rural location means we attract students from local 
communities as well as from the city of Carlisle, so we cater 
for a diverse demographic.  We have staff of approximately 
150 with a breakdown including teaching staff, administration, 
catering, premises, technicians and education support staff. 

Following a review of our payroll services, school Governors 
decided to re-tender the contract with a view to securing a 
more local and reliable provision.

Several local providers were invited to submit a tender for 
the provision of full payroll services to the school, to include 
monthly BACS payments, statutory third party deductions, 
new contracts, monthly and annual returns and the issue of 
forms P45 and P60s.  David Allen were successful in the tender 
process and were awarded the contract from April 2016.  They 
already provided external audit services to the school and this 
strengthened our working relationship.

Working with David Allen

Following a smooth and successful transition, David Allen 
now provide the full range of payroll solutions required by the 
school.  The service is flexible, timely and accurate, including 
the provision of full management reports. Any queries are dealt 
with quickly, saving the school a significant amount of staff 
time.  They are adaptable when new regulations, pay scales and 
changes to pay deductions are introduced and can quickly offer 
solutions to any matter raised by the school.  I would highly 
recommend their services.

Dave Foulkes, Caldew School

CALDEW
SCHOOL

“David Allen provides an 
extensive and highly successful 
payroll service”
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Our aim is to be your IT department.  Our mission is to 
enhance your business using technology and provide 
comprehensive IT support that lets you focus on your 
goals.  Our dedicated and qualified team are here to 
give you peace of mind that your systems are secure, 
reliable and ready to support your objectives.

Technology is an integral part of all businesses, large or small.  
It is therefore vital that, as your IT department, we provide 
you with an IT helpdesk and fully commit to take responsibility 
for all your technological needs.  We understand IT support 
is essential to businesses to keep them running smoothly and 
our services include 24/7 monitoring and maintenance of your 
critical services.  This support can be remote, which offers 
immediate assistance from our Microsoft Certified Engineers. 
Sometimes a problem arises which can’t be fixed remotely.  In 
instances like this, an Engineer will be sent to your site without 
delay.

We work with both telecoms and IT and, through our 
partnership with Gamma Telecom, provide quality Voice Over IP 
(VOIP) business hosted telephone systems, telephone hardware 
and integration of your IT systems with your phones.  

We cover the following services:

We provide the following services:

• Proactive maintenance to ensure your systems are always 
running smoothly

• Working with third party companies - we will work with 
your partners to ensure we take the headache out of 
managing ‘anything IT’

• Hosted telephone systems provider
• In-depth backup verification and testing
• Data Centre - using our local Data Centre will ensure your 

IT is safe and secure at all times
• Projects and consulting - it is vital that you receive good 

advice on how to get the best results from your IT
• IT audits and health checks
• Office moves and restructures
• Source and supply all IT hardware from servers to PCs and 

laptops
• Microsoft Licencing Specialist

As a Microsoft Gold Certified Partner, we are one of Microsoft’s 
most highly accredited independent technical support providers. 
We have access to Microsoft’s technical support engineers 
for more complex issues and solutions and we can purchase 
Microsoft licences direct for clients and access training resources 
for our staff. All of these added benefits are passed directly to 
our clients. 

As one of the only Gold partners in the area, we are extremely 
proud of our accreditation with Microsoft.

IT
Solutions

Gary Martin
Director

Our Services

Give us a call to see how we can help you

01228 585300 - www.davidallen-it.co.uk
solutions@davidallen-it.co.uk

Enhancing your business 
through technology
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Penrith Building Society (PBS) are a thriving local 
building society, based in Penrith.  

Our story

PBS was established in 1877 and is a not-for-profit organisation. 
Whilst the main focus is here in Cumbria, our services are 
available nationwide. As the organisation grew, so did the 
requirement for up to date technology. Historically, the IT for 
PBS was managed and maintained internally and through our 
main software vendors.  Our existing infrastructure was ageing 
and showing signs of slower performance, which was affecting 
how the business could best utilise IT. 

We recognised that moving our IT provision to a local and 
dedicated IT company would provide us with more flexibility 
and better service levels and allow us to dynamically change 
when needs arose.  A tender process was initiated, with 
David Allen IT Solutions successfully securing the business, 
after putting forward a proposal which was comprehensive, 
competitive and offered great value.

Working with David Allen IT Solutions 

A complete replacement of our IT was required, and 
David Allen IT Solutions provided us with an entirely new 
infrastructure, including managed switches and routers, an 
on-premise server delivering all the internal functions that 
the business requires, off-site disaster recovery servers for 
operational resilience and replacement computers and laptops. 
They also migrated our full email system from an on-premise 
exchange server to Office 365. The team liaised with our 
website developers to provide the full implementation of our 
new website as part of a company-wide re-brand.  The solution 
allows for the future growth of the Building Society. 

The team at David Allen IT Solutions designed, planned and 
implemented the entire project, which included liaising with the 
previous providers.

Moving to David Allen IT for our IT support has been one of 
the best decisions we have made as a business. They quickly 
understood our business and the challenges we were facing 
and have made recommendations across a number of other 
areas, which have been actioned already. Going forward, they 
are supporting us to shape our IT strategy and ensure the 
Society’s technology is future proofed, tailored to our customer 
needs and resilient to cyber and other similar data threats. 
Their responsiveness is outstanding and we are looking forward 
to a long term partnership with the team.    

Elspeth James, Penrith Building Society

Can PBS assist you? Give the team a call on 01768 
863675

IT
Solutions
Client Focus
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purpose-built water centre and the high rope courses.  We were 
truly inspired to realise what is available in such a beautiful part 
of the world and how much this can help people.  It is a very 
special place. 

Support the Calvert Trust

In order to maintain the centre and provide the facilities they 
offer, it costs over £1.5million a year.  Visitors to the centre do 
pay fees but in order to subsidise every single visitor to the 
centre and cover running and essential maintenance costs, 
they must raise at least £500,000 a year through charitable 
donations. 

As a charity, they receive no Government funding so every gift 
they receive is crucial to help towards achieving their mission.
  
The charity’s philosophy is to ensure that no person with 
a disability should be deprived of the opportunity of a visit 
because of a lack of funds. 

If you can support the trust in raising funds then they 
would be delighted to hear from you. 

Client Focus

The Lake District Calvert Trust is a registered charity 
and has been welcoming guests to its dedicated 
centre for over 40 years.   The main centre overlooks 
Bassenthwaite Lake and their mission is to enable 
people with disabilities to achieve their potential 
through the challenge of adventurous activities in order 
for them to develop, change perceptions and make 
positive and lasting changes to their lives. 

We were recently appointed as external auditor to the charity 
and it has been great to learn more about the trust and the 
services they provide. 

What they do

The centre offers the opportunity for people to stay over and 
take part in an extensive range of exciting outdoor activities.  
Specialist and experienced staff ensure even the most profound 
disabilities are catered for, including sailing, accessible biking, 
canoeing, kayaking, climbing, abseiling, horse riding, carriage 
driving, mountaineering, hill walking/pushing, bush craft, 
orienteering, swimming, challenge activities and accessible rope 
courses. 

Visitors to the trust are from the UK and beyond.  It is a fully 
accessible centre and everything they do is focussed around 
adults and children with disabilities.

The trust is currently developing a unique rehabilitation service 
for people recovering from brain injuries.  The project will bring 
the benefits of the Calvert Trust experience to a new group of 
people with disabilities.

A team from David Allen visited the Lake District Calvert Trust 
and we were amazed at the facilities on offer, including the 

017687 72255  - enquiries@calvertlakes.org.uk 
www.calvertlakes.org.uk 

For more information about booking a stay 
or how you can support The Calvert Trust, 
contact

“As a carer, it was so amazing and special to see 
how great the facilities and activities actually are 
and nobody is excluded to take part, in fact, quite 
the opposite, everyone is encouraged to take part” 
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Download
our app!
Count on us whenever and
wherever you are.  Making it 
easier to access your
information and receive
support for your business.

Features include:

Scan the code 
to download!

Access to your cloud software 
Calculators
Mileage tracker
Document scanner
David Allen Portal
Tax and finance tools
Latest David Allen news

Download

now!

Search ‘MyAccountants’ in
 either of the below stores.

Unique access code: DavidAllen

Need help setting up? Call Stuart Davison on
01228 711888 with any queries 
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Out and AboutOut and About

Who Dares Wins – an 
audience with Ant 

Middleton

David Allen Financial Services 
invited a number of clients to 
The Halston for an evening of 

inspiring talks

Agricultural 
summer shows

Our team out and about enjoying 
the show ground and catching up 

with clients
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Out and About

Aspatria 
hospitality day

Clients joined us at Aspatria 
Rugby Club for our annual 

Hospitality Day

Carlisle Living Awards

David Allen IT Solutions winning 
‘Best Professional Services Team’ 

at the Carlisle Living Awards

Sporting events

#TeamDA proudly showing
off their medals

Bright Stars

The children of St. Michaels, 
Dalston, presenting their 
money raised to Jigsaw
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Out and about

Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea

Held at Greenhill Hotel, in aid 
of Jigsaw, which raised over 

£600

Networking

#TeamDA out and about 
connecting with professionals 

and updating clients
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Ben Nevis training

#TeamDA walked up Old Man of 
Conniston and Skiddaw as part 
of training for our walk up Ben 
Nevis to raise money for Jigsaw

West House

David Allen IT Solutions were 
proud to sponsor the new West 

House Mascot

Carlisle Living

Cover star Jaimi Wilson

Fundraising

#TeamDA never miss an 
opportunity to dress up 

#TeamDA mascot

Lady spends the day with 
marketing

New born lambs

David’s lambs 
went viral and hit 
the front pages of 

the local press

Carlisle Skills Fair

Our experts sharing their 
knowledge with the next 

generation
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Supporting our local communities has always been a 
key part of our business and we have raised funds for 
local causes, as well as many of our people acting as 
trustees and volunteering for local charities.

In 2015 we launched our Charity of the Year initiative with the 
aim being to support local charities.  Our people are at the 
heart of this.  

Since starting our Charity of the Year initiative, we have raised 
over £50,000, which has been donated to local charities, 
including Eden Valley Hospice, Hospice at Home Carlisle and 
North Lakeland, Great North Air Ambulance and Jigsaw – 
Cumbria’s Children’s Hospice.

Our people

Our people play a key part in the organisation and raising of 
funds for local charities.  Some of the David Allen fundraising 
activities and events include:

• Bake days
• Dress down days
• Fancy dress competitions
• Cycling the coast to coast
• Running the Great North Run

Supporting our
Communities

• Ride to the Sun – cycling from Carlisle to Edinburgh 
through the night

• Fashion shows
• Diamond and Platinum Ball
• Mother’s Day Afternoon Tea
• Sponsored walks
• Supermarket bag packs

There are so many different ways to raise funds and with our 
people getting involved, it is great team building too.

Going the extra mile
It’s not always about raising money and sometimes giving our 
time is just as appreciated.  Over the last few years, our people 
have got involved in a number of initiatives which have seen 
them give their time in some way.  We encourage our people to 
support charitable causes and that is why each member of staff 
is given the opportunity to take a voluntary charity day, fully 
paid.

Thank you

The amounts that we have raised so far would not have been 
possible without the support we have received from local 
businesses and the community and we would like to take this 
opportunity to thank each and every person who has supported 
us.  We are looking forward to holding more events, so look out 
for updates.
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David Allen Portal
A new way to manage
your communications...

The David Allen Portal is a free service
which lets us send you documents via a secure digital
account which only you have access to.

You can digitally approve these documents and send
them back to us at your convenience.  The Portal is also
compatible with our David Allen app.

No pens, no paper, no postage costs and no fuss!

Call us to find out more 01228 711888
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Rugby star

I play Rugby Union and have done for around 12 years. Before 
rugby, I also took part in karate, swimming and football.  I 
currently play for Kirkby Lonsdale RUFC in the Northern Premier 
Division.  Playing rugby has taken me all over the country 
playing in games, leagues and competitions at different levels 
and standards, with the highest being Sale Sharks Academy 
trials.  It has also allowed me to meet a wide range of people 
from different backgrounds and cultures, as well as developing 
a very team orientated attitude when it comes to problem 
solving and working together for the best possible results.

Playing rugby is a big commitment, with training every Tuesday 
and Thursday.  Games are played on a Saturday afternoon, 
which, in our current league, can be anywhere in the north of 
England.  Although the training and games are generally out of 
working hours, there are occasional days where an early finish 
or time off may be needed.  David Allen have been flexible and 
very encouraging with supporting my out of work activities and 
understand how important it is for employees, both mentally 
and physically, to have hobbies and interests. 

Playing rugby is a great way to meet potential clients as well as 
getting to know current clients on a more personal and informal 
level, especially within Cumbria where everybody seems to 
know everybody!

Jaimi Wilson

Getting to know...

Around the world 

I have always been into sports, travel and adventure and four 
years ago I decided to take a career break and ride my bike 
around the world.  The adventure saw me cycle 58,204km and 
took me over three years, through 43 countries and across five 
continents.

I was on a tight budget of £7 per day and therefore spent 
nearly all of my nights either wild camping or thinking of other 
free and cool places to sleep including, churches, mosques, 
temples, caves, fire stations, police stations and schools.  The 
overwhelming thing I took away from the trip was the kindness 
and help I received from people I met all over the world.  The 
trip changed my outlook on life massively and I think it’s really 
important for everybody to get outside of the social bubbles 
they live in to gain a different perspective of the world. 

Now my big adventure is over and I am back in the office here 
at David Allen. The business is very flexible and supportive 
in allowing me to pursue my next big adventure.  Having 
a supportive workplace means that I can balance my work 
life and passion for adventure.  Being outside, whether it be 
cycling, hiking, climbing, running or camping out in the lakes 
allows me to make the most out of my 5-9 life so that I am 
feeling in good form for the 9-5! 

Michael Fearon

“Playing rugby is a great way to 
meet potential clients as well as 
getting to know current clients”
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Swapping the business suit for a wetsuit

I began wild swimming in 2015 when a friend convinced me 
that it was much more fun than endless laps staring at a black 
stripe on the bottom of the pool.  He was not wrong.  I took 
my first dip in April when the water was just 10 degrees.  After 
getting over the initial shock of the temperature, I was soon 
hooked.  There is something so relaxing, yet invigorating about 
swimming in the open and I find that it is the best way to clear 
my head after a busy week at work.  What’s more, every time 
the water is different – calm, choppy, chilly, tropical – the list 
goes on.

Being based at the Dalston office is great, as my usual lakes to 
swim in are Bassenthwaite and Derwentwater, both of which are 
easily accessible from work.

Wild swimming is a hobby which has gained popularity in recent 
years and it is a great opportunity to meet people from different 
backgrounds and industries.  

There are a number of different events and competitions in 
the area throughout the year, the most popular of which is the 
Epic series, which is made up of three 3.8km swims; Ullswater 
in June, Derwentwater in July and Coniston in August.  For the 
truly hardcore among us, there are a number of winter events – 
but I’m not quite so brave!  Maybe next year…

Keep on running 

Outside of work I spend a lot of my time running.  I also do 
a little cycling and swimming as I venture into the world of 
triathlon.

I was reasonably ok at running when I was in school and my 
PE teachers always encouraged me to join a running club but, 
that didn’t happen.  Fast forward (a lot of years) and I knew I 
needed to do something other than sit all day in an office and 
sit all evening at home, so I started running again.

Since then, I have taken part in several races including the 
Great Cumbrian Run, The Carlisle Half, London Marathon and
Edinburgh Marathon, to name but a few.

2019 is shaping up to be my biggest running year yet. I 
completed the London Marathon, achieving a personal best of 
3:15:40 and I am also aiming to complete the full Lakesman 
Triathlon.

My training programme for London was pretty intense, 
especially coupled with training for Lakesman at the same time. 
Fitting in four runs a week, two swims and as much cycling as 
possible, either outside or on the turbo trainer in the garage, 
has not been easy.  However, my time management skills have 
improved, so that’s a bonus.  As the nights get lighter, it is 
easier to fit everything in but up to now there has had to be the 
odd lunchtime run and some very early starts. 

Running gives me time to clear my head and to think any work 
projects through.  Fresh air and exercise are so important to 
mental health and I would encourage anyone to get off the sofa 
and get out there.  It doesn’t matter how slow you think you 
are, you’re always going to be faster than the person sitting 
watching TV.

Victoria Lawson

This is what our people do for fun.  Imagine what 
they can do for your business!

Suzanne Foster

“There is something so relaxing, 
yet invigorating about swimming 
in the open”
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Amy Muirhead
Dumfries Manager
amy.muirhead@david-allen.co.uk
01387 270340

Amy enjoys helping businesses in Dumfries and 
Galloway, offering proactive and no-nonsense advice 
and enabling them to fulfil their goals.  Since starting 
with the business, Amy has significantly raised the 
profile of the Dumfries team within the town and the 
surrounding area.  She has a vision for our Dumfries 
office and is already championing this with enthusiasm.

Regional teams

Amy Johnston
Workington Manager
amy.johnston@david-allen.co.uk
01900 878000

Amy is passionate about businesses reaching their 
full potential.  As a Software Specialist she assists 
in providing software recommendations to clients 
throughout Cumbria and South West Scotland.  Under 
Amy’s guidance the Workington office has gone 
from strength to strength.  Amy also chairs the West 
Cumbria Inspire Business Group.    

Stuart Davison
Operations Manager
stuart.davison@david-allen.co.uk
01228 711888

Having spent over 20 years delivering customer 
experience up and down the country, Stuart is 
responsible for ensuring our clients are at the heart of 
everything we do and leads our people to achieve their 
best.  His passion for the business and Cumbria has 
also seen him sit on the People, Employment and Skills 
Advisory group for Cumbria Local Enterprise Partnership.

Tina Watson
Penrith Manager
tina.watson@david-allen.co.uk
01768 877000

With over 30 years’ experience working in both practice 
and industry, Tina brings a wealth of experience to our 
successful team at Penrith.  Her fresh, dynamic approach 
is an asset to both our clients and people.  Tina is also a 
Treasurer for Cockermouth Swimming Club.  

www.david-allen.co.uk

Making Tax Digital
How David Allen
can support you

For a free one hour consultation, speak to our
Business Services and Software Specialist,
Amy Johnston, on 01900 878000

We support any package,
our most popular are:

Suggest the right software 
for you and your business
Provide training
On-going support 
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Dalston

Dalmar House,
Barras Lane Estate,
Dalston, Carlisle,
CA5 7NY

Tel: 01228 711888

Dumfries

51 Newall Terrace,
Dumfries,
DG1 1LN

Tel: 01387 270340

Penrith

3 Hobson Court,
Penrith 40 Business Park,
Penrith,
CA11 9GQ

Tel: 01768 877000

Workington

Prosper House,
Regents Court, Guard Street,
Workington,
CA14 4EW

Tel: 01900 878000

Our offices

www.david-allen.co.uk

@DavidAllenDA

In Focus

This corporate brochure is for guidance only and professional advice should be obtained before acting on any information contained herein.  Some of the services offered by 
David Allen Chartered Accountants are delivered in conjunction with the skills and expertise of the David Allen group of businesses and services.
David Allen Financial Services (Dalston) Limited is an appointed representative of Network Direct limited which is authorised and regulated by the Financial Conduct 
Authority. Company Number 4030020.  Registered in England and Wales.  Debts-In Limited (trading as David Allen Recovery Solutions) is authorised and regulated by the 
Financial Conduct Authority.  Registration number 756927.

IT Solutions

Carlisle

Atlantic House,
Parkhouse,
Carlisle,
CA3 0LJ

Tel: 01228 585300


